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RE - JIGSAW 

Breadth of Study 

At Beechwood Primary School we use JIGSAW RE to support the teaching of religious studies. In 

addition to this we celebrate many different religious during the year to give our children a broad and rich 

understanding of different religions. Our upper key stage two children are taught about fasting and how to 

support and respect their friends during this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS Key Question: 
What makes people special? 
Religions: Christianity, Judaism 
Theme: Special People 
 
 
 
 

Key Question: 
What is Christmas? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Incarnation 
 

Key Question: 
How do people celebrate? 
Religions: Hinduism  
Theme: Celebrations 
 

Key Question: 
What is Easter? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Salvation 
 

Key Question: 
What can we learn from stories? 
Religions: Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism, Sikhism  
Theme: Stories 
 

Key Question: 
What makes places special? 
Religions: Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism  
Theme: Special Places 
 

Year 1 Key Question: 
What do Christians believe about 
god 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Creation, Trinity 
Sticky Knowledge  
*To know the Christian Creation 
Story 
*According to the bible God is 
the creator of the world 
In the Bible, God gives the first 
humans the responsibility to look 
after the world He has created. 
*The New Testament tells 
Christians to love their neighbour 
as themselves. 
 

Key Question: 
What gifts might Christians In my 
town have given Jesus if he had 
been born here rather than in 
Bethlehem? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Mary was a young Jewish 
woman whom God chose to be 
the mother of his son, Jesus. 
*God sent his angel, Gabriel, to 
ask Mary to be Jesus’s mother 
(incarnation:  God becoming 
man). 
*Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
*The star in the sky symbolises 
Jesus’ importance and how he 
could be a light for other nations.  
*The gifts show that Jesus was a 
type of both king and God, and 
would die 

 

Key Question: 
Why was Jesus welcomed like a 
king or celebrity by the 
crowds on Palm Sunday? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Salvation 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Christian concept of Salvation: 
the saving of mankind from 
permanent separation from God 
by the death and resurrection of 
Jesus 
*Trinity is the ‘complete 
relationship’ between God (the 
Father), Jesus (his son) and the 
Holy Spirit 
*Palm Sunday is the day where 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem. He 
fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies which said that this 
would happen when the “king” 
came. 
 

Key Question: 
Who is God to the Jews? 
Religion: Judaism 
Theme – Jews relationship with 
God 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Abraham is considered the 
founder of Judaism 
*Jews believe: There is only one 
God and God created the world, 
*God made a special agreement 
with the Jewish people called ‘A 
Covenant’,   
*God gave them a Holy Book 
called the Torah 
*The 10 commandments are a 
set of rules that tells them how 
to live their lives in a way that 
pleases God. 
 

Key Question: 
Is Shabbat important to Jewish 
children? 
Religion: Judaism 
Theme: Shabbat 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Shabbat is the day of rest in the 
Jewish religion. 
*Sabbath is the day of rest 
because of the Creation Story in 
which God creates the world in 
six days and rests on the seventh 
– the Sabbath.  
*One of the 10 commandments 
is to ‘Honour the Sabbath’. 
*Shabbat (Sabbath) is celebrated 
both in the home and the 
synagogue and the main 
requirement is that no work 
should be attempted from sunset 
on Friday until sunset on 
Saturday. 
*The start of Shabbat is marked 
with a special meal and 
ceremony in the home. 
*When worshipping, Jews wear a 
skull cap called a kippah. 

 

Key Question: 
Does visiting the synagogue help 
Jewish children feel closer to 
God? 
Religion: Judaism 
Theme: Prayer and Worship 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Jews believe that there is only 
one God, and he is sacred (Holy). 
*Important features of a 
synagogue (Star of David, Torah, 
Yad, Ark, Ner tamid, Bimah, 
Rabbi, Siddur, Mezuzah) 
 

Year 2 Key Question: Is it possible to be 
kind to everyone all of the time? 
Religion: Christianity  

Theme: Jesus example as the son 
of god.  
Sticky Knowledge  

Key Question: Why do Christians 
believe God gave Jesus to the 
world? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge  

Key Question: Who is God to 
Muslims? 
Religion: Islam  
Theme: 99 names of Allah  
Sticky Knowledge  
Muslims believe that Allah is 
perfect. He is the one who made 

Key Question: How important is 
it to Christians that Jesus came 
back to life after His crucifixion? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Salvation- resurrection 
Sticky Knowledge  

Key Question: How important is 
the Prophet Muhammad to 
Muslims? 
Religion: Islam  
Theme: The prophet Muhammad 
Sticky Knowledge  

Key Question: What do 
humanists believe? 
Religion: Humanism  
Theme: Belief into action 
Sticky Knowledge  
Golden rules 
Basic beliefs 



 

 
Jesus summing up the 10 
commandments from the Old 
Testament into two 
commandments. 
Jesus gave examples of parables 
and acted in a way to help people 
around him understand this. 
 

Trinity: complete relationship 
between God (the Father), Jesus 
(his son) and the Holy Spirit. The 
three are “consubstantial”, which 
means that they exist separately 
and together as one 
God became incarnate at 
Christmas and bought God’s love 
for the world to earth in human 
form. 
Christians believe that God gave 
the gift of his son to humanity in 
order to save them from sin and 
open up a pathway back to God 
through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Agape: Agape is universal love, 
such as the love for strangers, 
nature, or God. It is also called 
charity 
 

human beings, the one who 
watches them during life and the 
one who decides what happens 
when life is over.   
Allah should be the most 
important thing in a Muslim’s life 
– for this reason many Muslims 
do things every day to make sure 
they remember Allah like praying 
5 times a day.  
 

Christians believe that Jesus was 
put to death on a cross and 
remember this event on Good 
Friday. They believe that after he 
died, he was put into a tomb with 
a stone rolled across the. On 
Easter Sunday, visitors to the 
tomb found it empty. Mary then 
saw Jesus in the gardens 
surrounding the tomb, 
demonstrating to her that he had 
risen from the dead. 
The disciples wrote about these 
events and their significance in 
the later books of the New 
Testament 
 

The life of the prophet 
Muhammad and the part he 
played in the start of Islam. 
The Prophet Muhammad is a key 
person for Muslims. Born and 
raised in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, 
he was chosen by Allah to be his 
messenger. The words Allah gave 
to Muhammad were later written 
down and became the Holy 
Qur’an. 
Muhammad is special to 
Muslims, but he is not as special 
as God – only Allah is God and 
only Allah should be worshipped. 
Muhammad is remembered as a 
good man who worked hard, was 
honest and listened to Allah. 
 

Happy human symbol 

Year 3 Key Question: 
Does visiting the Ganges make a 
person a better Sanatani? 
Religion: Sanatama Dharma 
(Hinduism) 
Theme: Pilgrimage 
Sticky Knowledge  
This enquiry concentrates on 
Sanatani beliefs about the River 
Ganges and some of the 
practices which occur there. 
The River Ganges is considered to 
be sacred and spiritually pure by 
believers although in reality it is 
not a clean river. Because of the 
purifying nature of the river, 
Sanatanis believe that 
any rituals performed on the 
banks of the Ganges or in its 
water will wash away impurity. 
The Puranas (ancient Sanatani 
scriptures) say that taking a dip in 
the sacred river ‘bestows 
heavenly blessings’. 

Key Question: 
Has Christmas lost its true 
meaning? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Incarnation 
 
Sticky Knowledge  
God chose a Jewish young 
woman called Mary, who was 
engaged to Joseph the 
carpenter,  to be the mother of 
his earthly son. 
He sent his angel, Gabriel, to ask 
this of her. Mary agreed to allow 
this to happen and Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem. This is the 
Christian concept of 
“incarnation”: God becoming 
man or literally being “made 
flesh”. Jesus was born in a stable 
and was visited by a variety of 
people from very different social 
classes. There is a significance to 
the people and places which 

Key Question: 
Could Jesus heal people? Were 
these miracles or is there some 
other explanation? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge  
The concept of Incarnation is that 
Jesus became man and lived 
among men and women. As part 
of his ministry, narrated in the 
New Testament of the Bible, 
Jesus performed many miracles. 
The miracles included in this 
enquiry are based on healing 
(rather than some others which 
create e.g. food and drink). 
Jesus uses saliva to heal the man 
born blind, and builds on the 
faith of the friends to heal a 
paralysed man. 
 

Key Question: 
What is ‘good’ about Good 
Friday? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Salvation 
 
Sticky Knowledge  
Salvation: the belief that Jesus’ 
death and resurrection saved 
humans and opened the way 
back to God for eternity. 
All 4 of the Gospels tell the story 
of Holy Week. The day before 
Good Friday is called “Maundy 
Thursday” and is the day he ate a 
“Last Supper” with his friends. 
The passing of the cup of wine 
and breaking of bread at this 
supper is commemorated in the 
Christian sacrament 
of communion. Good Friday is 
the day when Christians 
commemorate the death of Jesus 
on the cross. Christians believe 

Key Question: 
What do some deities tell 
Sanatanis about god? 
Religion: Sanatama Dharma 
(Hinduism) 
Theme: Belief – aspect of one 
supreme being  
Sticky Knowledge  
Sanatanis believe that Brahman 
can appear in many different 
ways but is always the one 
supreme being. He is present in 
the Trimurti and all other deities. 
Shiva and Parvati  are believed to 
be parents to Ganesha. Due to 
him not realising Ganesha was 
his son, Shiva cut off his head so 
replaced it with the head of the 
nearest sleeping animal which 
was an elephant. He also granted 
Ganesha great wisdom and a 
power to remove any obstacles 
that come in the way of all 
people who truly worship him. 

Key Question: 
What is the best way for a 
Sanatani to lead a good life? 
Religion: Sanatana Dharma 
(Hinduism) 
Theme: Belief into action 
Sticky Knowledge  
Atman 
Most Sanatanis will believe that 
the Atman carries on living after 
they die. Sometimes this will go 
on into another body. This cycle 
of birth, death and rebirth is 
called Samsara,  but the ultimate 
goal is for the Atman to become 
one with Brahman again. This is 
called Moksha 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/symbolism-in-hindu-rituals-and-worship-1770000


 

 
Many Sanatanis believe that 
bathing here will help them 
spiritually. It is also a place where 
the dead are cremated. Many 
Sanatanis believe that this will 
help them in their next life 

appear in the Christmas story 
(explained below). 
 

his death on Good Friday was 
necessary to bring forth the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 

Lakshmi:  Lakshmi is the goddess 
of wealth and good fortune. She 
is also the wife of Vishnu. 

 

Year 4 Key Question: 
What is the best way for a Jew to 
show commitment to God?  
Theme: Rights of passage and 
good works 
Religion: Judaism 
Theme: Beliefs and Practices 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Abraham is the founder of 
Judaism and that he made a 
covenant or an agreement with 
God.  
*Jewish marriage is seen as a 
public commitment making 
ceremony and therefore a 
sincere desire to lead a good life.  
*Mitzvoth means doing good and 
helping others.  
*Tikkun Olam (repair of the 
world) is to perform an act of 
kindness that will improve or 
help to repair the world.   
*Tu B’Shevat:  this is an annual 
tree planting ceremony which 
usually takes place in January or 
February. It is considered the 
Jewish New Year for trees.  
*Mitzvah Day: Jews feel they can 
all make a positive difference to 
the world in which they live by 
giving their most valuable 
possession — their time. Mitzvah 
Day falls on the 3rd Sunday in 
November. 

Key Question: 
What is the most significant part 
of the nativity story for Christians 
today? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
and Christians believe he was 
God’s son.  
*Mary was his mother and 
Joseph was engaged to her at the 
time. 
*The elements of the Christingle 
have a symbolism 
 

Key Question: 
How do Jewish beliefs, teachings 
and stories impact on daily life? 
Religion: Judaism 
Theme: Beliefs into action 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Kashrut: Food laws. These rules 
are contained within the mitzvot 
(613 laws or commandments). 
 *Following these food laws 
shows obedience to God and 
self-control.  
*Food that is allowed is 
called kosher. 
*Passover is an annual Jewish 
festival that takes place in spring. 
Families share a Seder meal 
together. The Israelites marked 
their doorposts with lamb’s 
blood so that they would be safe 
from final plague in Moses and 
the baby story. God could ‘pass 
over’ their houses and spare 
them.  
 

Key Question: 
Is forgiveness always possible for 
Christians? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: salvation 
Sticky Knowledge  
*Christians believe that Jesus is 
the son of God, who came to 
Earth in order to save humans 
from their sins (salvation). 
*Jesus forgave many people in 
his lifetime as an example to his 
followers.  
*He was “without sin” as the 
incarnate Son of God so could 
not do something wrong.  
*Jesus taught his disciples “the 
Lord’s Prayer” which is also 
known as the “Our Father”. It 
explicitly asks God to grant the 
speaker forgiveness as they 
forgive others who have hurt 
them. 
 

Key Question: 
Does Celebrating Shavuot make 
Jewish children feel closer to 
god?  
Religion: Judaism 
Theme: Festivals 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Shavuot is also known as the 
Feast of Weeks. Shavuot has no 
fixed date and is the least 
celebrated of all Jewish festivals.  
*Many years ago, Jewish people 
would harvest their first wheat 
and fruits. These would be taken 
to the Temple in a special basket 
to be blessed. This ritual is 
called Bikkurim.  
*Shavuot is the only time Jews 
might desire to study all night. 
This is known as Tikkun. 
*Prayer is an important part of 
the Shavuot celebration 
 

Key Question: 
Do people need to go to church 
to show they are Christians? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Prayer and Worship 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Jesus taught about worship in 
the Bible and praying . 
*Baptism is generally a rite for 
babies although adults can 
choose to be baptised later in 
life. It confers the name of the 
person and their part in God’s 
family. 
*Many Christians would choose 
to get married in church to 
confer God’s blessing on the 
marriage. 
*Churches frequently have art or 
symbols which may remind the 
Christian of his or her beliefs or 
the life of Jesus or other figures 
from the Bible or later saints.  
*The feelings a place evokes as 
well as the building and what 
happens there may be one of the 
reasons a Christian would choose 
to go to church. 
 

Year 5 Key Question: 
How far would a Sikh go for 
his/her religion? 
Religion Sikhism 
Theme: Beliefs into action 

Key Question: 
Is the Christmas story true? 
Religion: Christianity 
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge 

Key Question: 
How are sacred teachings and 
stories interpreted by Sikhs 
today? 
Religion: Sikhism 

Key Question: 
How significant is it for Christians 
to believe God 
intended Jesus to die? 
Religion: Christianity 

Key Question: 
What is the best way for a Sikh to 
show commitment to God? 
Religion: Sikhism 
Theme: Prayer and worship 

Key Question: 
What is the best way for a 
Christian to show commitment 
to God? 
Religion: Christianity 



 

 
Sticky Knowledge 
The 5 Key Sikh beliefs 
• God is in everything (Sikhs see 
God as an energy source rather 
than as a physical entity) 
• It is a Sikh’s duty to serve 
others (sewa) 
• All people should be treated as 
equals 
• Sikhs should share what they 
can with others 
• Sikhs should earn their living 
honestly 
Langar 
·     The Langar is an important 
concept in Sikhi as it was started 
by Guru Nanak, founder of Sikhi. 
Everyone, regardless of rank or 
wealth, sits and eats freely 
provided and freshly produced 
vegetarian food and non-
alcoholic drink together as equals 
 

*The Bible records the important 
events in the life of Jesus in the 
Gospels. 
*The Gospels were probably not 
written as events happened.  
*The fixing of a festival date to 
commemorate an event does not 
necessarily have to happen on 
the actual date of the event. 
*The Gospels which retell the 
birth of Jesus agree on the main 
points and disagree on nothing. 
 

Theme: Beliefs and moral values 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Sikhs still respect and learn from 
traditional stories 
*The story of Bhai 
Kanaya teaches the importance 
of having compassion, caring for 
everyone and being kind. Bhai 
Kanaya treated everyone equally, 
even if they were different. There 
are also examples in the story of 
him sharing and serving others. 
*The story of Malik Bhago: when 
he realises his mistakes, he 
promises to change his ways 
which teaches that everyone 
makes mistakes, but it's never 
too late to learn and become a 
better person. 
*Guru Amardas Ji: Became a 
Guru at 73 and fought for the 
rights of women and girls. 
 

Theme: Salvation 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Christians believe that Jesus is 
the son of God, who came to 
Earth in order to save humans 
from their sins.  
*Gods death and resurrection 
opened up the way back to God 
and restored humanity’s 
relationship with him (salvation) 
*The Bible cites many examples 
where Jesus says he knows he 
will be going to his death.  
 

Sticky Knowledge 
Sikhs are proud to visibly show 
commitment to their faith – this 
can be done in many ways 
including 
·      Joining the Khalsa through 
the Amrit Ceremony 
·      Wearing the 5 K’s 
·      Worshipping in the Gurdwara 
·      Reading and respecting the 
Guru Granth Sahib 
·      Serving the community 
through the Langar meal and 
other areas of Sewa (service) 
 
 
Humanism Lesson 

Theme: Beliefs and Practices 
*10 Commandments  
*Jesus’ commandments to love 
God and love your neighbour. 
*Jesus did not change or discard 
the original 10 Commandments. 
*His teaching made it easier to 
understand that in essence the 
first 3 Commandments are about 
loving God and the other 7 are 
about loving your neighbour 
*Many Christians will choose to 
be confirmed (received into the 
Church as an adult) and in this 
ceremony, the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are prayed to be conferred 
on them.  

Year 6 Key Question: 
What is the best way for a 
Muslim to show commitment to 
God? 
Religion: Islam  
Theme: 
Beliefs and Practices 
Sticky Knowledge 
This enquiry looks at some of the 
ways many Muslims show Allah 
that He is the most important 
thing to them, including the 5 
pillars which are central to 
Muslim life. 
1. Shahadah -this is a statement 
which is repeated many times a 
day ‘There is one God Allah and 
Muhammad is his prophet’, this 
is said first thing in the morning, 
last thing at night and during 
each prayer. 

Key Question: 
How significant is it that Mary 
was Jesus’ mother? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Incarnation 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Christians celebrate the arrival 
of Jesus as God’s Son. 
*God chose a Jewish young 
woman called Mary, who was 
engaged to Joseph the 
carpenter,  to be the mother of 
his earthly son and sent his angel, 
Gabriel, to ask this of her. This is 
called the annunciation.  Mary 
agreed to allow this to happen 
and Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem. Mary was a virgin, so 
this was a miracle. 
*This is the Christian concept of 
“incarnation”: God becoming 

Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
Is anything ever eternal? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Beliefs and Meaning 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Christians believe that God’s 
love for humankind is eternal in 
that God will never stop loving 
humanity. Even if they do wrong, 
they can say sorry and God will 
forgive them because he loves 
them. 
*Jesus taught about the concept 
of heaven twice. In John 14:1-6, 
he uses the Greek word ‘topos’, 
which is translated as “place.” 
For example, he says, 
“I go to prepare a place for you.” 
*Christians believe it is Jesus’ 
sacrifice of salvation that makes a 
forgiven sinner perfect in the 

Key Question: 
Is Christianity still a strong 
religion 2000 years after Jesus 
was on Earth? 
Religion: Christianity  
Theme: Gospel 
Sticky Knowledge 
*Christian concepts such as Lent 
(the 40 days leading up to Holy 
Week commemorating Jesus’ 
time fasting in the desert), 
Shrove Tuesday (the start of 
Lent), Ash Wednesday (when 
ashes from burnt palms from the 
previous years’ Palm Sunday are 
placed on believers’ foreheads) 
are all aspect of Christian 
preparation for Easter. Advent is 
the preparation time for 
Christmas. 
*Christian charities can 
demonstrate Jesus’ teaching to 

Key Question: 
Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims lead good 
lives? 
Religion: Islam  
Theme: Beliefs and moral values 
Sticky Knowledge 
Muslims believe that when you die there is a judgment day. Allah, who 
is perfect justice, will decide on your next step after looking at the 
evidence collected during your life. The evidence is collected by 2 
angels who record your thoughts words and deeds. This belief should 
mean that Muslims try to do the right thing. Allah will be fair and just, 
so your afterlife should be what you deserve. 
The enquiry looks at ways in which Muslims could improve their 
chances of a good afterlife for example, 
Muslims can live a good life by: asking Allah for forgiveness, doing 
good deeds, praying regularly, fasting during Ramadan and giving to 
those in need. 
The enquiry also looks at Jihad – personal struggle and some different 
interpretations of it 

 



 

 
2. Salat - prayer, 5 times a day, 
these prayers show that life 
revolves around God, 
3. Zakat - Giving 2.5% yearly 
savings to charity, this is usually 
organised through the local 
mosque. Zakat is seen as a duty. 
4. Sawm - Fasting –During the 
month of Ramadan many 
Muslims will fast during the 
hours of daylight, this helps to 
develop self-discipline. It is 
challenging but this is deliberate 
as Muslims need to understand 
what it is like to be poor and 
hungry. 
5. Hajj – Pilgrimage to Makkah in 
Saudi Arabia once in a lifetime – 
this is to follow in the footsteps 
of the prophet Muhammad and 
remember some key events in 
the history of Islam. 
 

man or literally being “made 
flesh”. 
*A common misconception is 
that this event was done to Mary 
without her consent, or with very 
little choice. However, the 
Christian belief in free will 
precludes this and in response to 
the angel, Mary says 
“Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." (Luke 1:38) 
*Some Christians believe the 
virgin birth is symbolic of 
humanity and divinity joining. 
Jesus needed to be human and 
divine in order to bring salvation, 
so what better way to show this 
than by Jesus having a human 
mother and a divine father. 
 

eyes of God and then they can 
enter heaven where they can live 
eternally being loved by and 
loving God. 
 

love your neighbour 
(demonstrate Agape) 
*There are countries where 
people are persecuted for being 
Christians and Christians have to 
suffer if they stand up for their 
beliefs. 
 

 

 


