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Explore, Discover, Achieve 

Curriculum Coverage 
Reading Skills in Foundation Stage 

- Phonics underpins the teaching of early reading in Foundation Stage. Children develop their 
phonological awareness along with learning phonemes to enable them to decode and read new 
words.  

- Phonics is taught through Read Write Inc and children are split into homogenous groups.  

- The table below shows the progression in sounds through the scheme and the progression through 
book stages along with the sound that is being consolidated in that book. 

Pre Set 1 Children should arrive at Beechwood having 
experienced ‘Phase 1’ phonics and this is reinforced 
in foundation stage throughout the curriculum.  
Focus on listening skills, rhyming, rhythm and 
alliteration.  

Set 1 Single letter sounds: m, a, s, d, t, I, n, p, g, o, c, k, e, 
u, r, l, h, b, f, j, v, w, y, z, x.  
Digraphs: th, ch, sh, qu, nk, ng 

Set 2 Ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or air, ir, ou, oy.  

Set 3 Ea, oi, a-e, i-e. o-e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er, ow, ai, oa, 
ew, ire, ear, ure, tious/cious, tion.  

Additional Sounds Ck, ph, wh, kn, ue, ie, e-e,  

 
RWI Book Stages Focus sounds in book.  

Red (Ditty) All set 1 single letter sounds.  

Green Set 1. Focus on a, e, i, o and u 

Purple Set 1. Focus on a, e, i, o and u.  

Pink Set 1 digraphs (ch, sh, th, qu, 
ng, nk).  
Some Set 2 sounds. Ay, ee, igh, 
ow, oo 

Orange Set 2 sounds (ay, ee, igh, ow, 
oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy) 
Set 3 sound: oi  

Yellow Multisyllabic words using set 1 
sounds.  
Multisyllabic words using some 
set 2 sounds (igh, ee, ow, oo 
oo).  
Set 3 sounds (ea) 

Blue Alternative sounds (oor, ore, 
long a, long e, y making /ee/, 
ie and long I, oe and long o) 
Multisyllabic words using:  
Set 2 sounds (ar, or, air, ir, ou, 
oy, ay, ee, igh, ow) 
Set 3 sounds (oi, a-e, ea, i-e, o-
e) 



2 

 

Grey Multisyllabic words using Set 2 
sounds (oo, or, air, ir, ou, ay, 
ow,  
Set 3 sounds (u-e, aw, are, ur, 
er, ow, a-e, o-e, oa, ew, ure, 
ture 
Alternative sounds  (ue, oor, 
ore, aigh, long a, long o, ue, 
our sounding /ure/) 

 
 

 
 
Reading Skills in Year 1 

 During the early years of compulsory schooling, much of the 
      focus is to develop confident readers, mainly using the phonics approach. 

 Phonics is the relationship between printed letters and the sounds they make. 
Children will first learn the most common letter sounds, and then look at more 
difficult patterns such as recognising that ‘ow’ sounds different in ‘cow’ than in ‘low’, 
or that both ‘ai’ and ‘ay’ make the same sound in different words. 

Reading Skills taught in Year 1: 

 Learn the 40+ main speech sounds in English and the letters that represent them 

 Blend sounds together to form words 

 Read aloud when reading books that contain familiar letter sound patterns 

 Listen to, and talk about a range of stories, poems and non-fiction texts 

 Learn about popular fairy tales and folk stories, and retell the stories 

 Join in with repeated phrases in familiar books 

 Make predictions about what might happen next in a book 

 Explain clearly what has happened in a book they’ve read or listened to 
 
 
Year 2 Reading Skills in Year 2 

 As children move through Key Stage 1, the new curriculum intends that almost all 
children will secure the basic skills of decoding so that they can become fluent 
readers. As their reading confidence grows they can begin to write their own ideas 
down. 

 Decoding is the ability to read words aloud by identifying the letter patterns and 
matching them to sounds. Once children are able to ‘decode’ the writing, they can 
then start to make sense of the words and sentences in context. Watch out for hard-
to-decode words such as ‘one’ and ‘the’. These just have to be learned by heart. 

Reading Skills taught in Year 2: 

 Read words aloud confidently, without obvious blending or rehearsal 

 Learn letter patterns so that decoding becomes fluent and secure by end of year 

 Blend letter sounds, including alternative patterns, e.g. recognising ‘ue’ as the ‘oo’ 
sound 
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 Read aloud words which contain more than one syllable 

 Recognise common suffixes, such as –ing and –less 

 Read words which don’t follow phonetic patterns, such as ‘one’ , ‘who’ 

 Become familiar with a wide range of fairy stories and traditional tales 

 Discuss favourite words and the meaning of new words 

 Check that what has been read makes sense, and selfcorrect reading where 
necessary 

 Make predictions about what might happen next in a story 

 Children will be expected to read aloud books which are appropriate for their reading 
ability. During Year 2 their increasing knowledge of decoding should allow them to 
read a wide range of children’s books. 

 

 
 
Reading Skills in Years 3 and 4 

 In lower Key Stage 2, your child will build on their work from the infants to 

 become more independent in their reading. Most children will be confident 

 at decoding most words, so will focus more on developing their comprehension skills 
and they will now begin to use their reading to support their 

 learning about other subjects. Children who are not yet fluent readers will 

 be supported with intervention programmes such as ‘Catch-up’. 

 Specific coverage taught in reading from National Curriculum in years 3 & 4: 

 Extend skills of decoding to tackle more complex words, including 

 words with unusual spelling; 

 Read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books; 

 Recognise some different forms of poetry; 

 Use dictionaries to find meanings of words; 

 Become familiar with a range of traditional and fairy tales including telling some 
orally (we do this regularly and you might hear this referred to as ‘Talk for Writing’); 

 Identify words which have been chosen to interest the reader; 

 Ask questions about what they have read; 

 Draw simple inferences about events in a story, such as how a character might be 
feeling; 

 Make predictions about what might happen next in a story; 

 Summarise ideas from several paragraphs of writing; 

 Find and record information from non-fiction texts; 

 Take part in discussions about reading and books. 
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Reading Skills in Years 5 and 6 

 In upper Key Stage 2, there is an expectation that children will be fluent at reading 
aloud different texts. (Any children who are not yet fluent will be supported with 
intervention programmes such as ‘Catch-up’.) There is a continued focus on 
higher level comprehension skills such as information retrieval, contrasting and 
comparing and the use of technical vocabulary and the application of these skills 
for a range of purposes to support learning. 

 Specific coverage taught in reading from National Curriculum in years 5 & 6: 

 Extend skills of decoding to tackle complex words by applying knowledge of 
spelling to help read and understand words. 

 Maintain a positive attitude to reading by continuing to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction and non-fiction books, preparing poems and 
plays to read aloud and recommending books; 

 Learning some different forms of poetry by heart; 

 Making sure they understand what they read by checking the meaning of new 
words, asking questions, drawing inferences, making predictions, summarising 
ideas and identifying features of the text; 

 Discuss and evaluate impact of language (including figurative language) on the 
reader; 

 Know the difference between fact and opinion; 

 Use non-fiction texts to find information and present this; 

 Have discussions about books they have read or have been read to them, 
explaining their ideas with reasoned justifications and understanding and 
challenging the views of others; 

 Take part in formal presentations and debates, maintaining focus. 
 


